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The Hon. Simeon Brown,
Minister of Transport.

Dear Minister,
I write on behalf of the Nelson Tasman Climate Forum, a community-led group of about 150 members who work on a broad range of climate and planetary overshoot matters.
We are very concerned about the policy directions of the November discussion document on ‘Increasing the private share of public transport expenditure’, in particular the expectation that public transport authorities will raise fares. We note that this is seen as ‘embedding a more commercial approach’ to public transport and suggest that that approach has led into a trap of seriously siloed thinking.
We think that raising public transport fares will worsen the lives of New Zealanders in terms of climate change, equity, health and less livable cities. We believe that a broader approach, seeing public transport as part of these larger systems makes it more rational to lower public transport fares.
1. Climate Change 
Higher fares will diminish use of public transport and increase the use of cars. People who must make such price comparisons are more likely to have less efficient high-emissions vehicles, increasing our greenhouse gas emissions at a time when we need urgently to decrease them. Mode shift in transport is globally understood to be necessary to cut GHGs to levels where we exceed 1.5 degrees of warming by as little as possible, having probably lost any chance of staying below that level. 
Christchurch has recently changed to low and simple fares, and has seen a 10% increase in bus patronage.
[bookmark: _Hlk185941726]The government has recently made a heartfelt apology for having ignored warnings and complaints about abuse of children in care. No doubt it will proceed to do all it can to rectify and prevent any repetition of this tragic mistake. The warnings about climate change from scientists decade after decade grow ever more insistent. The deepest subsequent apology by government for not heeding them will not create a second chance for an irreversibly damaged biosphere.

2. [bookmark: _Hlk185942296]Health
The data on the health impacts of particulate emissions from motor vehicles are crystal clear. The deaths of several New Zealanders every day are attributable to this cause. Indeed, if the ‘polluter pays’ principle were used, car drivers would pay for health costs of those affected. Added to illness and death from respiratory illness are the notably high death and injury rate from vehicular accidents. The costs of these major categories of illness are very high; they need to enter into the cost-benefit analysis of policy on fares. All who live in our cities, including car drivers, benefit from the lowered air pollution brought about by transport mode shift. It is therefore reasonable for public transport to be publicly paid for.

3. Equity
More equitable societies have been shown to have greater social cohesion, less crime, less poverty, better health and educational levels, greater longevity[footnoteRef:1]. Publicly funded public services are one lever to achieve these benefits in a society. All, including the wealthy, share these benefits. It is reasonable that all contribute to paying for them. [1:  Wilkinson R, Pickett K. The Spirit Level: Why More Equal Societies Almost Always Do Better. Allen Lane, 2009.] 


4. Livable Cities
More people in cars means greater traffic congestion, more costly road maintenance, more environmental pollution from tyre wear (as well as air-borne particulates). It is likely to push short-sighted decisions to build more roads at public expense, inducing ever more traffic. Many of the great cities of Europe have favoured mode shift to public and active transport, with low fares or even no fares for public transport. Again, all benefit from livable non-congested cities; it is reasonable for all to contribute to keep fares low or zero.

We ask that you consider these arguments for low or zero fares for public transport, despite our late submission. We are willing to discuss them further in oral dialogue.

Yours sincerely,
Joanna Santa Barbara, MB.BS, FRANZCP, FRCP(C), 0.Ont..
Co-Chair Nelson Tasman Climate Forum.
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