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Submission form - Predator Free 2050 strategy review – MS Word
Share your feedback on how Predator Free 2050 can work to enable nature and communities to thrive over the next five years.
The Department of Conservation (DOC) seeks your feedback by 5pm on Monday 30 June 2025. 
Make your submission as follows:
1. Choose method of submission: online form, email, or post.
2. Access the online form or download the Word document to complete and email or post.
3. Fill out your details under the “Your name and organisation” heading and, if applicable, check the boxes underneath on privacy and confidentiality.   
4. Fill out your responses to the discussion document questions. Your submission may respond to any or all of the questions.
5. All submissions are subject to the Official Information Act 1982 and can be released, if requested, under that Act. If you have specific reasons for wanting parts, or all, of your submission withheld, please note these on page 2. DOC will consider them when making any assessment about the release of submissions. Please refer to DOC’s privacy statement for further information.1 
6. Submit your comments:
a. via the online form, or
b. email your submission to pf2050discussion@doc.govt.nz, or
c. mail your submission to us at: 
Department of Conservation 
PO Box 10420, Wellington 6143 
Attention: PF2050 consultation submissions 
Please direct any questions that you have in relation to the submissions process to pf2050discussion@doc.govt.nz. Please note that submissions that contain offensive language will not be accepted. 


Submission on 2025- 2030 National Predator Free Strategy 
Section 1 – Submission details
Anonymous submissions will generally not be accepted, including submissions made under only a first name or using only initials. If a submission has not been accepted for these reasons, where possible it will be returned to the submitter. 
To check the boxes in the template, please double click on box, then select ‘checked’. 
	Name and organisation

	Name
	Dr. Christopher Wheatley


	Organisation 
(if applicable)
	Nature and Climate Group of the Nelson Tasman Climate Forum


	Contact details
(e-mail preferred)
	cwheatley@fastmail.com


	Please tell us which kind of submitter you are
	  |_|  Individual
  |_| Iwi, hapū 
  |_| Māori organisation 
  |_| Statutory body 
[bookmark: Check1]  |X| Environmental Non-Governmental Organisation 
  |_| Expert or science sector 
  |_| Tourism or recreation sector 
  |_| Business or philanthropic sector 
  |_| Community group 
  |_| Primary sector
  |_| Landscape Predator Free project or Eco-Sanctuary
  |_| Other        ______________________ 






Release of information 
	Submission form – Release of information

	DOC may release a summary of submissions. Contact details would not be included in this summary. Please let us know if you would like your Name and / or Organisation or any part of your submission to not be included in a summary of submissions and to be kept confidential.

	|_| Please keep confidential, and do not include my name or any other personal information in a summary of submissions. 

	[Insert information to be withheld from a summary]

	Official information Act requests
All submissions are subject to the Official Information Act 1982 and can be released, if requested, under that Act. 

	|_| Please withhold my entre submission, or the following identified parts of my submission. I have stated below my reasons and grounds under the Official Information Act that I believe apply, for consideration by DOC. 

	[Insert if all or which parts are requested to be withheld and the reasons and grounds]

	DOC will take the reasons and grounds supplied into account when responding to requests under the Official Information Act. DOC may consult with submitters as it considers necessary. If you haven’t already, please supply your email for this purpose:

	[email address if OIA withhold request]






Responses to questions
Your submission may respond to any or all of the questions. To check the boxes below: double click on box, then select ‘checked’. Please select only one option on the -support- not support scale.
Section – The proposed 2030 Goals
The discussion document sets out the strategic direction for Predator Free until 2030 and has a set of goals and intended outcomes on pages 17 -20.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk193987964]Submission form - 2030 Goals section

	
	Mobilise for action: Inspire New Zealanders and empower communities to take action

	1
	By 2030, community participation in predator control activities has increased by 25% (from 2025 baseline), driven by active support (such as funding, resources, expert advice and training to ensure their success)

	1.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	1.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes

	
	

	2
	By 2030, Iwi/Hapū leaders are supported and enabled to actively participate in PF2050 projects, including in leadership and decision making.

	2.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	2.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	






	[bookmark: _Hlk193984121]Submission form - 2030 Goals section continued

	
	Maintain the gains: Continue essential predator control to create safe spaces for native species and improve biodiversity outcomes

	3
	By 2030, national and community-led predator control projects are demonstrating significant increases in the population trends of native species that are highly threatened by predators.

	3.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	3.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	

	4
	By 2030, New Zealand’s offshore predator-free island network is managed to best practice biosecurity standards.

	4.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	4.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	



	Submission form - 2030 Goals section continued

	
	Innovate for eradication: Advance tools and techniques to effectively and efficiently eradicate predators in rural, urban and conservation areas

	5
	By 2030, rats, mustelids and possums are eradicated from a major city and there is a tested and proven blueprint for scalable deployment to other urban environments.

	5.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	5.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	

	6
	By 2030, mātauranga Māori is making demonstrable contributions to eradication outcomes.

	6.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	6.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	

	7
	By 2030, predator eradication is complete or underway across 75% of New Zealand’s offshore island network area (this includes the Maukahuka Pest Free Auckland Island project).

	7.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	7.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes?

	
	

	8
	By 2030, the eradication toolbox has expanded to include at least one of the following: 
•	species-specific toxin(s) that is registered and available for use in New Zealand
•	bait that is registered for use in New Zealand to target introduced mammalian predators
•	a laboratory proof of concept for a breakthrough science solution that helps achieve affordable and scalable rat and/or stoat elimination.

	8.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	8.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes?

	
	






	Submission form - 2030 Goals section continued

	
	Prepare to accelerate: Develop a clear, evidence-based plan to achieve the PF2050 goal that shows the benefits for New Zealand and attracts the funding required to achieve it

	9
	By 2030, PF2050 has attracted significant investment from non-Crown funders, supported by clear analysis of the costs and benefits associated with achieving a predator free New Zealand. 

	9.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	9.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	The financial and human resource investment by the Crown needs to be substantial, explicit and long-term in order to attract additional external funding. 

	10
	By 2030, Iwi/Hapū are satisfied that PF2050 projects are realising or supporting their aspirations in their rohe (area).

	10.1
	What do you think of this goal?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	10.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this goal? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	





	[bookmark: _Hlk193985267]Submission form - 2030 Goals section continued

	
	Set of Goals as a whole

	11.1
	Overall, are these 2030 Goals the ones we should focus on to advance Predator Free 2050 between now and 2030?  What do you think of this set of 2030 Goals?
|X| Strongly support    |_| Support    |_| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	11.2
	What would you add, remove or change about this set of goals? Why would you make these changes? 

	
	Add a goal for a minimal level of guaranteed Crown budgetary support for the long term. As PF2050 is now placed under DOC, it is absolutely vital that this is not another example of DOC being asked to do “more with less”. Taking on PF2050 must be based on an additional budget that allows DOC to undertake this role, and advance towards the agreed goals. IT cannot be left to external funding to secure these gains of national importance. 


Section - Participation
This section explores your participation in Predator Free work. In the last 5 years, PF2050 has focused on mobilising support and building a community. Many conservation groups, agencies and sectors have rallied together. As a collective, we’ve raised awareness, developed predator eradication tools and techniques, empowered communities to take action and grown support needed to reach the PF2050 goal.
We want to hear what makes a difference for people taking action for Predator Free, what information or support people need and what barriers there are to taking action for nature.
	Submission form - 2030 Participation section 

	
	What makes a difference for people participating in Predator Free

	12.1
	Are you already involved in Predator Free work? 

	
	|X| Yes                        |_| No                        

	12.2
	If Yes, what support do you or your group need to maintain the progress you have made?

	[bookmark: _Hlk193984983]
	Continued support for Tasman Environmental Trust’s work with PF2050 in Onethua, and across a range of community projects in the Tasman region. 

	12.3
	If Yes, what barriers are there to being involved?

	
	There is potential to expand local group efforts into landscape scale programmes over time, given resources. It is not realistic to expect volunteer groups to implement major projects though, so human and financial resources will be required to ensure that scale is achieved and gains are maintained over time.

	12.4
	If No, what support or information would you need to get involved?

	
	

	12.5
	If No, what barriers are there to being involved?

	
	


Section - National Target Species List
This section is on the National Target species list. 
The PF2050 project was created to tackle 7 of the 10 mammalian predator species in New Zealand – possums, ship rats, Norway rats, kiore, weasels, stoats and ferrets. These species were chosen as a combination because they are considered the most harmful, and those that might be realistically eradicated before 2050. Until 2030, our proposed approach is to keep this target predator list the same., but also to continue developing tools and techniques for eradicating other introduced mammalian predators.
	Submission form - National Target Species List section

	
	Retaining the national target species list

	13
	What do you think of the proposed approach to retain the current National Target Species List? (rats, mustelids and possums).
|_| Strongly support    |_| Support    |X| Neutral   |_| Oppose  |_| Strongly oppose  |_| Unsure


	14
	Are there alternative approaches that Predator Free 2050 should be taking to the National Target Species List? If so, what are they and why?

	
	Feral cats, mice and hedgehogs should be added to the list


	15
	What are the benefits of not including feral cats on the national target species list at this time?

	
	

	16
	What are the risks of not including feral cats on the target species list at this time?

	
	Loss of time, energy, further ecological degradation and (potentially) loss of species over the next 5 year period 



Thank you for your feedback. We appreciate your time sharing your valuable perspective on Predator Free 2050.
Please email your submission to pf2050discussion@doc.govt.nz.
Stay in touch on our consultation pages http://www.doc.govt.nz/PF2050discussion.
Privacy
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